The Swiss Interacademic Commission for Alpine Studies (ICAS) is an interdisciplinary commission of the Swiss Academy of Sciences (SCNAT). It was founded in 1994 and has been supported since then by the Arts and SCNAT and the Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences (SAHS).
ICAS was established to develop a national platform in Switzerland for inter-and transdisciplinary cooperation in mountain research in light of Chapter 13 of Agenda 21 (1992) and to cooperate in meeting the needs of the Alpine Convention (1991) . ICAS thus promotes research among all disciplines concerned with mountain issues and-as mountain research was long driven mainly by the natural sciences-especially between the natural sciences and the humanities. In recent years, ICAS and SAHS have successfully committed the humanities and social sciences to mountain research, for instance by initiating the Swiss National Research Programme 48 (NRP48), ''Landscapes and Habitats in the Alps '' (2001-2007; 
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The ICAS office in Bern (Figure 1 ) provides operational support for ICAS as well as for ISCAR activities (3 part-time jobs totaling 120%). 
